
What's new at the Economic Opportunities Program - Sept. 2017
We are pleased to bring you the latest edition of the Economic Opportunities Program's newsletter! Learn
how the Economic Opportunities Program (EOP) is driving change and helping low- and moderate-income
Americans connect to and thrive in a changing economy.

Consider the quality of jobs when diagnosing a
company's challenges

Maureen Conway, executive director of the Economic Opportunities
Program, and Mark Popovich, director of EOP's Good Companies/Good
Jobs Initiative, wrote a Letter to the Editor in response to a recent
Washington Post article on the challenges of a manufacturing firm to
attract and retain workers. Maureen and Mark argued that the quality of
the jobs they offered might have something to do with it. More.

Reducing "dream hoarding" and creating more
equitable opportunities

"Part of the challenge to change social norms is to challenge this idea
that we live in a meritocracy," said Richard Reeves, author of the new
book Dream Hoarders. Reeves spoke with Maureen Conway about his
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new book, inequality, economic mobility, "opportunity hoarding," and
more at our latest Working in America event in July. Read
the summary and watch the full video online.

Work, wealth, and the future of the middle class

EOP partnered with the Institute's Financial Security Program to hold the
second Economic Security Summit. The programs convened leaders
from across sectors and across the country to discuss strategies to
address the growing disconnect between work and wealth. "The Summit
was a rare and valuable opportunity for me to step back and situate our
work in broader economic and social context," wrote participant Alex
Mazer of Common Wealth. More.

What makes a "good job?"

At the 2017 Aspen Ideas Festival, EOP's Maureen Conway and the
Institute's Business and Society Program Director Judy Samuelson led a
discussion about what constitutes a "good job" and what roles
government and business play in creating them. More.

Women in community development finance

Maybe Consider the
Company's Practices
When Diagnosing Its
Challenges
By Maureen Conway and
Mark Popovich,
Washington Post

When Filling Vacancies,
Don't Overlook Current
Employees
By Tess Taylor, HRDive,
quoting UpSkill America
Director Jaime Fall

Building economic security
through work and wealth
By Alex Mazer, Medium,
with reflections from the
Economic Security Summit
2017.

Americans: Getting By,
But Not Getting Ahead
By Richard Eisenberg,
Next Avenue

The Self-Employed
Workforce Comes with
Benefits, Caveats
By Lauren Dixon, Talent
Economy, quoting
Maureen Conway and
Joyce Klein

Join the
Conversation!

Follow the Economic
Opportunities Program
initiatives on Twitter and
Facebook to join the
conversation!
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FIELD partnered with the Opportunity Finance Network and the Feighan
Team to host a regional networking event at the Aspen Institute for women
working in or interested in the community development finance (CDFI)
industry. The event was part of a national movement to formalize a
network for women in the CDFI industry. More about the CDFI Women's
Network.

Economic stability and mobility

EOP Executive Director Maureen Conway spoke as part of "Economic
Mobility, Economic Security, and the Future of Employment," a panel
discussion organized by The Pew Charitable Trusts and the W.K. Kellogg
Foundation in partnership with the Senate Economic Mobility Caucus, co-
chaired by Sen. Jerry Moran (R-KS) and Sen. Sherrod Brown (D-
OH). More.

 
Closing biz ownership
gender gap: Women are
37% of US biz owners but
50% of microbiz clients.
#WomensEqualityDay
-FIELD, @AspenMicro 

 
#Dreamhoarding is a
collective
action/equilibrium problem:
If everyone does it,
everyone will keep doing it.
-@RichardvReeves
#talkgoodjobs
-AspenWSI,
@AspenWorkforce
  
 Once you start
#upskilling, how can you
maintain success?
bit.ly/Upskilling8
-UpSkill America,
@upskillamerica

Reality of today's economy:
Jobs are plentiful, but jobs
with good wages aren't...
-Maureen Conway,
@conway_maureen

US Microenterprise Census Survey
Funders, federal and state policymakers, and others look to FIELD's US Microenterprise Census as the
primary source of program data on the microenterprise industry. By submitting data, microenterprise
development organizations help demonstrate the value of their work. They also get access to data they
can use to compare and benchmark their performance with that of others in the industry. To submit data,
organizations can go to microTracker.org. More.

Upcoming events
Join the Economic Opportunities Program at one of our upcoming events, either in person or online.

On September 25, the Economic Opportunities Program and the Financial Security Program will
host a discussion at the Aspen Institute with Rick Wartzman about his new book, The End of
Loyalty: The Rise and Fall of Good Jobs in America. Save the date!
On October 12, we will host the next event in our Working in America series, a discussion of the
quality of jobs in the long-term care industry. Stay tuned for more information and the option to
register.
On October 25, we will host another Working in America event on the experiences of black

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001UJ1BO3aD9qwLAk8PHBYJc3JMvKOhgbQiZGZY1ZThtO9H-bSMpaBIjI3R396DOdcNCVtJJ81FUZef6zAm4GhSlAnMEy6OvfRCOLY3QLwqGqrVsIN6ebFOZ4xEA8u8yuswhdWv452own_f3Xh4UbKnfFlakLbSFS_ewhtAgFQ2QaYwWWlpBiRDc-o5_9XQIF1bhSjUvIQmgeFxg91JevLxEvz9hJV-4TxqkCA0YLXXtfm6TOrs1Cd-ZptBVjfTnGAi92894_l0tSTa0_9RsPiEapje_mvndoJ3ntmSSkn53fpks6kYQBB8i8iSn8oArNa3EBQp4KlslAt5m0rp8jwC19Gf_qAfCqE61FMSSU8wmIrPt--1Tij-5Sb-piMUQl44w3weE5Lc_x-_MxtSqozO9dxQg2DUKWJ70scVuLAGCvcRqR9A6Ce9iKy6yFTDyt2u&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001UJ1BO3aD9qwLAk8PHBYJc3JMvKOhgbQiZGZY1ZThtO9H-bSMpaBIjJWHZVi_TygyQStTx3ioGOs2PNl9hvuKnVzfn_ET0h5FY-Id7njUxg8r8qtGbwPckn-MRTmMqgOzAFc7ps4sdil7GMLEbfSGSBxXaDRtXtEbSrBZu-X7RrFRQWacBdJgjlq-ovB7EN9AhRE6FIFEO0sTdB-JVj0NW2vThHeXTGxwcozJ4wqVkGhSmnLUz9LhI_k7gH2SD_4nQFi5tG8nQEqVOCv32GgFyIej44lUv9NDKRQjLDGGs-N0UeYbR_JFXy6RbQqGSbCckOdiPbCSVheJRa4zTpeAL_o7spCuR1j34qCXA9ak7B62g9ektRFKJwY49mT3ZlU5gAox0gUUXL5ebuhVFbi9gvoPTzYIiGwvPGRTcaucrtlkL9Q1tQQeySFhUEj4F6trtyOlecDRQBMgNbbCu6SoblC03S3Vh7454lxh20uxVYwzaDPWQx9XKw==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001UJ1BO3aD9qwLAk8PHBYJc3JMvKOhgbQiZGZY1ZThtO9H-bSMpaBIjJWHZVi_TygyQStTx3ioGOs2PNl9hvuKnVzfn_ET0h5FY-Id7njUxg8r8qtGbwPckn-MRTmMqgOzAFc7ps4sdil7GMLEbfSGSBxXaDRtXtEbSrBZu-X7RrFRQWacBdJgjlq-ovB7EN9AhRE6FIFEO0sTdB-JVj0NW2vThHeXTGxwcozJ4wqVkGhSmnLUz9LhI_k7gH2SD_4nQFi5tG8nQEqVOCv32GgFyIej44lUv9NDKRQjLDGGs-N0UeYbR_JFXy6RbQqGSbCckOdiPbCSVheJRa4zTpeAL_o7spCuR1j34qCXA9ak7B62g9ektRFKJwY49mT3ZlU5gAox0gUUXL5ebuhVFbi9gvoPTzYIiGwvPGRTcaucrtlkL9Q1tQQeySFhUEj4F6trtyOlecDRQBMgNbbCu6SoblC03S3Vh7454lxh20uxVYwzaDPWQx9XKw==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001UJ1BO3aD9qwLAk8PHBYJc3JMvKOhgbQiZGZY1ZThtO9H-bSMpaBIjMS0_P3CDEKKnbTYkuFsKO5bvS4hVi0i_3pNYpP7lsaQbusJicogCCaPEytE4MsxL03FQOYfV-vGv3A44duAECHCb-N-reVwYxgmzlogFKwHQKkeYz5bfQHAi28OQBOJyjZss6HC3xIo3KV__hRWf6S_9HZoesosXMMoNG3Ra83A&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001UJ1BO3aD9qwLAk8PHBYJc3JMvKOhgbQiZGZY1ZThtO9H-bSMpaBIjJWHZVi_Tygy9zJn90EuIICatWOz5jfdrf2x60TwkZwIpSnnWGQrhICRNCTqCL44iMK2Ltwn23jjs8NOzLAhh9GOMMoZ7gd3TVJhXvt4Jam21W-cjTwOQqsbFcvHEfa4J1uSpiaWsZk9tyrX8K9PeYj3TF-eAUU_bSX1tme08e1_&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001UJ1BO3aD9qwLAk8PHBYJc3JMvKOhgbQiZGZY1ZThtO9H-bSMpaBIjJWHZVi_TygyuZ2oginYuhBcfh14ZLQJty8JBCtVErmVBq0iPPbFXUbqAeWI7yyF5oAfUG5DnTaZZpeAAQpSTfjD8zbctdAzvBsPsYuXbjCLVtkqnwjEBOdCnqBqHpUsoVhGRYMTa3dFrOPrXJsy4TUiiLyECfmhRoI8LVapXhfb&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001UJ1BO3aD9qwLAk8PHBYJc3JMvKOhgbQiZGZY1ZThtO9H-bSMpaBIjJWHZVi_TygyhhArUiM9BsIIqdhplkBsLFnff-QgEahJus5ZMzL6y0jNkmHYDAcuAcU9KQbW4c0VXTI38Y9r0a5e7G1lIcWhlb7cpS-FHx5BDpR2KxD_pCx0q9P27-8TyBa5fOC924TWRpAwUPFdjtHFkmB69AyMGWDFysnlKQHg&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001UJ1BO3aD9qwLAk8PHBYJc3JMvKOhgbQiZGZY1ZThtO9H-bSMpaBIjFEjcP3m-TW3dJ_TlCFAJLtixQb7qV1MGSOIzY3Z8IbVlKmEjsAZhneUxzg9d3cI-vZg_RImgjmxFqBzaZ4jY5R5sp8oFvMAfhWDAiYA1wndB7yCxxgbNp9VS-OYf7-MX1OZFch7oLTfTiwIbSzTmQatlhdw2nGHc8s7gGSFwc2KjccFxfCya76Cv9Ii1ZQYuUldGOWpmgZnAPxfjyOjoKVbWwhzi-noY7eeB_9nY2I-vdk7YepEGou_i8G-zEacxoR4113mAmdvyOWqkGVjViq-5y2l92qDBXz96PkbhhQ6aRkajiSnfdYLwTQvU0bNHRjL_XFdutGgzhift21Pa7SUKYwjTzV4RK-BwEQf3Q_X&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001UJ1BO3aD9qwLAk8PHBYJc3JMvKOhgbQiZGZY1ZThtO9H-bSMpaBIjOANcL2sPP3OaBju5rtkyTf_nbnwA3kzv2tQHqu11Prm5axSN2vjV1x2Zw-VDx9b8UU0xSVN8WdPyYUinIkyxqAKuehAauk6Gp9QnXLUHAJLxWhdyHK6Q5RBDSud6QotMPZb-FY10pWsz-gDPJrvw-LpCIhtD-i_ml9rfAfw7dI-c9ScK6xMjognE-xlfi9I2rJ7tJT9car5erruiDrcqc7201n5fKvwNxWbF5PNRXrjCBfe9nt612Tie-4ZVlUr2DE2tSQMrtyZkfkIn1Sfbmp51JO_nkub0uFS4BWeStaTbNvmLk7J4BpWI-huxw_9bw==&c=&ch=
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workers in the United States and the implications for economic mobility overall. Stay tuned for
more information and the option to register.
FIELD is hosting two webinars for leaders in microfinance organizations in the coming months.
The first will be held on September 21 and will cover best practices for microloan
underwriting. The second will occur on October 26 and will cover portfolio management. Stay
tuned for more information!
Joyce Klein will be speaking at the Behavioral Finance Symposium, hosted by Ideas42 and
Center on Finance, Law, and Policy and the University of Michigan, on September 14.
UpSkill America's Jaime Fall will be the keynote speaker at NYC Employment & Training
Coalition's 2017 Summit: Building Talent Pipelines for Today's Economy, on September 19.
Jaime will also moderate a session on the Toyota Model of upskilling at a day-long forum hosted
by The Philanthropy Roundtable and the Morgridge Family Foundation in Lakewood, Colorado, on
September 12.
Jaime will moderate a session on the role of employers in education, training, and development,
at the Close It Summit in Chicago, Illinois, on September 26.

Stay tuned for more event announcements soon!

 

  
The Economic Opportunities Program (EOP) advances promising strategies, policies, and ideas to
help low- and moderate-income Americans thrive in a changing economy. Over its 25 years of work,
EOP has focused on expanding individuals' opportunities to connect to quality work, to start
businesses, and to build assets and economic stability. For more information, visit
www.aspeninstitute.org/eop. 
 
The Aspen Institute is an educational and policy studies organization based in Washington, DC. Its
mission is to foster leadership based on enduring values and to provide a nonpartisan venue for
dealing with critical issues. The Institute is based in Washington, DC; Aspen, CO; and on the Wye
River on Maryland's Eastern Shore. It also has offices in New York City and an international network
of partners. For more information, visit www.aspeninstitute.org.
 
Thank you to our many partners and funders for supporting our efforts.

Questions or comments? Email us at eop@aspeninst.org or call us at (202) 736-2933.
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